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Debate takes hotiors 

··J ·q; �/4;1,_�-
DEBATING TO SUCCESS ... Members of the debate team competing in area competition are: 
(front) All�gra Gomez and Brian Hemmelman; (second row) Lori Schryver, Tammy Volmer, \ 
and Robbie Miller; (back) Phil Hatch, Paul Robbennolt, Jason Cool, Brian Weiss, and Coach 
Ken Larsen. 
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Riggs. High School debaters 
have been successful in their past 
two meets. 

Mr. Larsen, Pierre debate coach, 
is pleased with the team's initial 
progress in their first three tour
naments. So far the team has a 
record of 41-28, anq have had win
ning records in all three tour-· 
naments. "We have a strong team 
and I am looking forward to future 
tournaments," says Larsen. 

On Dec. 1, the team traveled to 
Rapid City Stevens for a Black 
Hills Conference Tournament. At 
champ level, juniors Jason Cool 
and Paul Robbennolt won first 
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place with a 4-0 record, and junior 
Brian Weiss and senior Phil Hatch 
finished 1-3. 

The janior varsity team of senior 
Cathy Miller and sophomore Gina 
Clemetson placed first with a 4-0 

· reco_rd, while seniors Jean
Jackson and Allegra Gomez were
3-1. At novice level, sophomores
Robbie Miller and Brian Hem
melman were 3-1 and juniors Steve
Maxwell and Matt Powers were 1-3
for a combined record of 4-4.

On Dec. 14-15, the team was at 
Stevens again for the West River 
Invitational. Cathy Miller and Rob
bennolt were 4-1 and Hatch and 
Weiss were 2-3 at champ level. At 
junior varsity level, senior Thea 
Miller and Clemetson were 2-3 
while Jackson and Gomez were 
4-1.

The novice team was 4-4, with
Robbie Miller and Colette Pogany 
going 1-3, sophomore Lori  
Schryver and junior Tammy Volmer 
were 3-.1 .  In novice extem
poraneous speaking, Gomez was 
first, and in Dramatic Interpreta
tion, Thea Miller was fourth. 

The debate team traveled to 
Brookings on Dec. 14-15, and to 
Sturgis on Dec. 21-22. 

GoVernment decisions · influence Riggs 
State level: Starting date changes Student level: Mayorial_r�ce set 

School will be starting after 
Labor Day as of the fall of 1985 
because of the initiated measure · 
that was passed in the November 
election. Consequently, some 
changes will need to be made in 
the current schoo� calendar in 
Pierre. 

Members from the Educatioo 
Association and the Board of 
Education will nieet and confer 
over issues regarding the starting 
date, holidays, and the last day of 
school, according to Principal 
Roger Lonbaken. · State law re
quires that there be 175 days of 
school in a year. Pierre's Board of 
Education likes to have a few days 
of inservice, and so they plan the 
year on � 1?8 day plan, Mr. Lon
baken said. 

Discussion and compromises 
will need to be made concerning . 
some traditional breaks in school, 
Mr. Lonbaken said, but certain 
holidays such as Christmas and 

Easter are pretty much predeter
mined. Because of the later star
ting date and vacations in the 
school year, the last day of school 
will probably be in June. 

Some people feel vacations 
could be shortened so students 
could get out sooner in the spring, 
but others disagree. Mr. Lonbaken 
said, "There are advantages to 

. breaking things up. An extra day of 
vacation once in a while gives 
students and teachers a day to 
relax." 

Fall sports schedules such as 
for football and tennis will be set 
by the High School Activities 
Association, and the school will 
have to utilize the months of 
August and September for practic
ing and competing with other 
schools, Mr. Lor;ibaken said. 

The Pierre Association will likely 
set the schedule for the upcoming 
year this March, he said. 

Pierre hosts financial aid night 
for area students in January 

Financial Aid Information Night 
for students and parents is slated 
for 7 p.m. Jan. 7 in Room 200 at 
Riggs. 

The information night is spon
sored ·by Riggs in cooperation with 
the South Dakota Association of 
Student Financial  Aid  Ad· 
mini�trators. Bill Jones, Director of 
Financial Aid at South Dakota 
School of Mines and Technology 
will present the program. 

"We highly rec_ommend this pro
.gram. It presents a lot of - very 
helpful and accurate information," 
said Mavis Booze, guidance 
counselor and program coor
dinator. 

Program topics will include 
-myths about financial aid, percen-

tage of family contribution, loans, 
and the method of calculating the 
amount of ai_d a student can 
receive. 

"The program is appropriate for 
the parents of students planning to 
P.Ursue any type of post-secondary 
training," Mrs. Booze said. "Mr. 
Jones will explain financial 
assistance programs and pro
cedures and answer questions." 

Once post-secondary training 
plans are made, anyone applying 
for financial aid may receive all the 
help and adv_ice they need from 
either Mr. Schneider or Mrs. Booze 
in the Guidance Office. 

Further information about the 
program is available ir:i the 
Guidance Office. 

Each semester the student body 
of Riggs has the opportunity to 
elect a new mayor and vice mayor. 
Candidates for this office must be 
from the Senior Class, and must be 
willing to serve as representatives 
for our school. They serve as 
leaders of the Student Council, 
and during assemblies as master 
of ceremonies. 

The 'term for the mayor and vice 
mayor lasts for one semester. 
Mayor Terry Miller and Vice Mayor 
Lance Bauske's term is almost up, 
and candidates are being sought 
to serve in this esteemed capacity. 

This year's election will be held 
in mid-January, with petitions due 
in by the end of Christmas vaca
tion. Each candidate must turn in a 
petition signed by 30 Riggs 
students in order to be placed on 
the ballot. After being placed on 
the ballot, the candidates are 
elected by a majority of the stu
dent body. 

In the election campaign of Mayor 
Miller and Vice Mayor Bauske, 
their idea to promise new things 
turned out to be a good idea. Their 
most important promise was to try 
to have more student council 
meetings. This promise has come 
true. 

In the past, the Riggs student 
council met infrequently and for 
trivial matters. This year, however, 
that has not held true. Due to many 
complaints of Indian citizens of 
Pierre, the student council has 
considered changing the Indian 
theme at coronation .. 

In order to study the problem ful
ly, the council has met on several 
occasions to study the -problem 
and hear' opposing viewpoints. 

· Presently, the idea is in the hands
of a study committee, which is due
to report before the semester ends.

As for student reaction 10 Miller 
and Bauske's term, responses are 
generally favorable. Senior Gail 

Norum said, "I feel they are doing 
a good job and representing their 
school well." Jolene' Mews, a 
junior, tended to agree, "They have 
done a good job and have kept 
their campaign promises." 

Sophomore Todd Peterson said, 
"They have done as well as could 
be expected in addressing the cor
onation issue." Most other 
students sampled had the same 
reaction. In fact, none of the 
students had any bad comments. 

The faculty and administration 
had the same feelings. "They have 
been doing a good job," according 
to Mr. Merkwan. 
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o/ winning start 
snow on the ground and the on-set of-Christmas fever all signal the beginning
of boys basketball season. 
. �he 1984-�5 Governor basketball team consists of eight seniors and 10
Juntors. Sentors are Darrell Lingle, Jeff Merkle, Scott Raue, Pat Saffel, Gene
Nel�on, Steve Cordts, Kevin Steever, and student manager Roger Rose.
J1!ntors are Shan� Severyn, Shane Ellwein, David Ellenbecker, John Forney,
Jim Benham, Craig Howard, Brett Stewart, Paul Williams, Todd Johnson, and
student manager Mark Schneider. 

Since Nov. 12 the Govs have been,sweating away the practice hours -;n the 
gym preparing for the se�son. �he team's number one concern is to play as 
hard as they can, always Improvmg, and to earn the right to play in the State A 
tournament according to· Coach Bob Judson. 

Tonight the Govs face off aaainst 
last year's state cl)ampion MitcheH. 
The Kernels ace ranked number one 
in the state again this year and have 
senior center Bart Fredrick as one of 
their major assets. 

Back in action after the holiday 
break, the Governors host the 
Yankton Bucks Jan. 4. The game is 
the first of only two home games dur
ing January. "We would like to con
trol their strong front line forcing 
them to shoot from the outside," said 
Coach Judson .. The night will feature 
three events in Riggs gym, 
sophomore and varsity basketball 
and wrestling. 

Mitchell, Huron, and Yankton ap
pear to be the toughest ESD competi
tion according to Coach Judson. 
Pierre is rated seventh in the state. 
"Defense and free throws appear to 
be strong areas for the team. The fact 
that we have people that like to com
pete is also an asset," said Judson. 

The team feels that with improve: 
ment as the season progresses it will 
increase team spirit. Senior guard 
Pat Saffel said, "We won't win them 
all but we'll be in the fighting near the 
top at the end of the season." 

The Governors took on the Water
town Arrows in the season opener for 
a 44-39 win. A near capacity crowd 

watched as bench play turned out to 
be the determining factor in the ball 
game. In fact, the leading scorer, 
Shane Severyn with 10 points, came 
off the bench. 

After the game Coach Jutison said, 
"I would rather have had the game 
our bench had tonight than to have 
won with only our starters carrying 
the team. It shows we have some 
depth." 

' 

On the road, the Govs tangled next 
with Mobridge and garnered a 59-39 
victory. Free thrQws proved to be 
Pierre's strength, while ·a ·tightly of
ficiated game put several Pierre 
players in foul trouble. 

Team work was· a determining fac
tor. As assistant Coach Skip Kurth 
put it, "The game wasn't pretty, but 
we outworked them." Defense on the 
part of the Govs also helped as 

. Mobridge had only three field goal� 
in the first half. All other points were 
free throws. 

Steve Cordts, a 6-1 senior, was the 
leading scorer with 19 points. Thir
teen of these points came at the free 
throw line. He also have five steals. 

Last weekend was a busy one for 
the Govs. After a-,..-10 day lapse they 
met Huron on· Dec.· 14 and Aberdeen 
Central on Dec. 15. 

Coach of the Year 
by Heather Duggan 

"It takes more than one 
superstar to become a successful 
team. It takes effort, a good 
balance of talent, and teamwork." 
This is the philosophy of Rigg's 
athletic director and boy's tennis 
coach Phil Trautner who was nam
ed 1984 Tennis Coach of the Year 
by the South Dakota High School 
Coaches Association. 

This is the·third time he has won 
the award, and the 1984 team was 
his third team to win the state title. 
Under the coaching of Trautner, 
the Pierre team has captured 
seven out of ten ESD champion
ships. In the other three ESD tour
naments, Pierre finished runner
up. 

A graduate of University of Min
nesota, Coach Trautner has been 
coaching for 32 years. At one time 
he coached all Pierre's high school 
athletics which included football, 
boy's basketball, and boy's track. 

Since· then Pierre has added to 
it's program with a total of 13 
sports in which both boys �nd girls 
can participate. Trautner was also 
instrumental in beginning in
tramural sports. 

Trautner began the Pierre tennis 
program in 1966. Even though he. 
never competed in tennis himself, 
Trautner has produced successful 

teams. Under his coaching, his son 
won the state championship three 
times in a row. His efforts have 
completed a 170-21 record. 

Coach Trautner feels the sum
mer recreation tennis program has 
really helped to enhance me ,-,,erre 
Tennis Team. Better opportunities, 
more interest, and more involve
ment have been the results of 
athletic advancement in Riggs, ac
cording to Coach Trautner. 

When commenting on his 
achievement, Trautner blushed 
and said, "The award itself doesn't 
mean as much as the kids I've 
coached and the associates I have 
been priviledged to work with." 

REBOUND ... Jeff Merkle, 6·8 
center, and senior forward 
Darrell Lingle battle for a 
defensive board against the 
Watertown Arrows. The 
Governors won this their 
home opener by a score of 
44-39. Tonight they play the
number one rated Mitchell 
Kernels in Riggs Gym.
(Photo by Keith Barth)

Gymnasts field yoi 
by Sarah Adam 

The Lady Govs gymnasts won their 
first two meets of the season. 
Although lacking key seniors who 
chose not to go out for the· sport, the 
"babes", as Coach Bill Beesley calls 
the ·young, inexperienced team, are 
coming along. 

Beesley feels optimistic ahout the 
season. "We don't have a lot of ex
perience, but gymnastics is a young 
girl's sport. I feel we will definitely 
win more than we lose." 

Team members include Nicki 
Barker, Michelle G-reen, Stephanie 
Haisch, Renae Howard, Kelly Sines, 
Tracy Smith, Lori Zwemke, and retur
ning letterwinners Carrie Venner, 
Jolene Mews, Daryla Hook, and Bon
nie Jorgenson. 

In a recent triangular with Miller 
and Rapid City Central, Pierre 
squeaked by with a 122.7 total com-

. pared to Rapid City Central's 121.3 
and Miller's 100.1 totals. Although a 
weak show on the balance team, with 
only Venner sticking her routine, 
strong performances on vault .and 
bars were their mainstay. 

"The beam really looked poor, but. 
it usually takes longer to develop. It 
will probably take another two 
months of key work on it," com
mented Mr. Beesiey. 

Venner lead the team with a first 
place finish on the uneven parallel 
-bars with an 8.6, and a second place
finish all around. Stephanie Haisch
was close behing orf bars with an 8.5
and teammates Kelly Sines and ·Bon
nie Jorgenson scored well enough on
vault to place second and tie for third
respectively.

Jorgenson also finished strong on
the floor exersice with a personal
best score of 8.9. Daryl a Hook, Nicki
8arKer, and Venner also finished
strong on the floor. One downfall of
the meet was the severe ankle injury
of junior defending state vault 
champ, Jolene Mews. She will be out 
for three to four weeks at the least. 

Earlier in a dual opener against
Huron the Lady Govs squad also
took the honors. Venner once again 
led the team to victory, winner first
with outstanding performances on
vault, beam, and bars. Along with a

close second pl�ce finish to team
mate· Bonnie Jorgenson on the floor
exercise, Venner took first place in
the all-around honors too.

Coach Beesley feels Venner i�
very important member of the team.
"Carrie is probably the most critic
member not only with her points, bu
with her leadership ability." 

Lady Gov's close.sea 

All SMILIES ... AV,(ards given out during the banquet went to Amy Hawkins (Most Valuable), D1 
Schofield (Most Improved), Kim Merkwan (Most Valuable), Shelll Bowers (Hustler), and Rae 
Smith (captain). · 
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-Nelson takes third at State Powell is 

Gene Nelson 

Senior Gene Nelson recently 
won third place in the State Future 
Farmers of America Prepared 
Public Speech contest. 

Nelson advanced to state com
petition after winning the Nov. 17 
District VI contest held in Miller. 

The contest required a memor
ized speech, five to seven minutes 
long, on a topic dealing with 
agriculture. Nelson selected "The 
Future for America's Wheat 
Growers" as his topic which con
centrated on year-end surpluses. 

The speech was judQed on 

--News- Briefs--

- Students perform in

Oklahoma· 

Long hours and hard work paid 
.off for Riggs high students and 
teachers participating in the Pierre 
Players production of Oklahoma. 

After three months of rehearsals 
the musical which was held 
recently at Studio 109, received 
much acclaim. 

Senio·r Tara Watson cast as 
"Ado Annie,'' a dizzy blonde who 
falls in love with almost every boy 
she meets, says it's "good ex
perience." 

"Laurey" played by junior Sandy 
Kern was a very pure, warm
hearted young lady in love with a 
certain Curly McClain. Both Wat
son and Kern are veterans of Pierre 
Players productions. 

Junior Trent Deyo played the 
law-abiding sheriff Cord Elam. 
Other students cast in Oklahoma 
were senior Craig Feigum, junior 
Stacey Stofferahn and Susan 
McIntire, and sophomore Eric Lun
deen. 

Chorus teacher. Jackie Hilding 
directed the orchestra and also 
played piano. Junior Ronnie Sines 
played drums, senior Val Scott, 
flute, an-9 band director Paul Up
sal, trumpet, in the orchestra. 
Senior Pam Bair helped with props. 

Conferences are successful 
Riggs High School parent

teacher conferences were "very 
successful" again this year, accor
ding to Roger Lonbaken, principal. 
He reported a 70 percent over-all 
attendance figure, and noted that 
sonie teachers talked to as high as 
85 percent of their students' 
parents, 

Larsen is Coordinator 
Speech and English teacher Ken 

Larsen recently wrapped up this · 
year's duties as state coordinator 
of the South Dakota Council 
Teachers of English journal of 
creative writing project. 

As coordinator he worked with 
judges around the state in selec
ting entries for the national Coun
cil Tea9hers of English journal 
competition. These.duties will run 
until 1986. Larson also continues 
to serve as the treasurer for the 
South Dakota Council. 

DeAntoni attends 
National NCTE 
Convention 

Riggs English teacher Karen 
DeAntoni recently attended the 
National Council of Teachers of 
English national convention. The 
NCTE convention was held in 
downtown Detroit. It was attended 
by English teachers from all over 
the country. 

DeAntoni attended two, one-day 
sessions. The first session taught 
teachers how to test students so 
they will be better prepared to take 
standardized tests. The second 
was new methods of teaching 
research to high school students. 

She also attended a session on 
"Blacks in the Arts," such as in 
jazz, dance, poetry reading, etc. 
She also saw "Brigadoon" and 
stayed in Wendour, Canada. 

"The best part is meeting 
teachers from all ·over, learning 
about their professions and lives, 
and seeing the similarities we all 
have," Mrs. DeAntoni said. 

Library lists 
new· material 

From instructional aides on 
· arms sales to How To Win Fri ends

And Influence Peop7e, to Stone's
fiction book Love Is- Eternal, the

Riggs High library had nearly 110
new acquisitions during October.

A monthly list of new acquisi
tions is issued by Robert Town-

send, librarian. Sent -to every staff
member, the list is intended to
keep teachers and students
abreast of materials available in
the library.

Included in the October's ar
rivals were Richard M. Nixon's The
Real War, Eriksenn's Adventures In
Close up Photograpy, and 

Krupski's Inside The Ado/es-cent 
Alcoholic. Fifteen fiction books
were also included in the new 
materials. 

presentation,  content, the  
manuscript, and an oral quiz given 
by the judges to the speaker about 
his speech. 

"These four years in FFA are ir
replaceable by anything I could 
have done," he said. "I hope all I 
have learned will continue to help 
me throughout my life." 

Active in other areas at Riggs, 
Nelson was a fullback on the foot
ball team, and he is involved in 
basketball. He is also a member of 
the Governor newspaper staff as a 
cartoonist and sports writer. 

Seniors, sophomores 
lead first honor roll 

Seniors-and soohomores lead 
the first quarter "A" honor roll by 

· placing 13 members of their
classes on the honors list.

Ten members of the Junior
Class earned straight "A"'s.

Students earninQ all A's include
seniors Lori Adams, Kevin Bowers,
Deanne Hawk, Kendra Jo.rgensen,
Kellen Levisen, Darrell Lingle,
Laurelee Martens, Thea- Miller,
Mary Morris, Liz Porter, Karen
Powell, Bob· Sahr and Michelle
Scarborough.

Juniors on the "A" honor roll are
Heather Duggan, Darla Eisnach,
Craig Howard, Steve Maxwell, Paul
Robbennolt, Mark Schneider, Darla
Schofield, Carrie Venner, Paul
Williams and Jennifer Woster.

Sophomore honor roll students
are Kelly Anderson, Chris Cleland,·
Angela Gates, Rick Gordon, Brian
Hemm·elman, and Ward Judson.

Noel Miller, Todd Peterson. Lisa 
· Pibal, Christopher Shaw, Steve
Wahl, Shannon Weber, and Dawn ·
Witte.--... 

Seniors led the "B" hon.or roll by
placing 79 members of their class
on the list to get 42 percent.
Sophomores came in second with
65 students for a total of 37 per
cent. The Junior Class had 60
students earning "B" honor roll
status for a total of 34 percent.

To make the "A" roll a student
must receive all A's in his/her
classes. To earn a place on the
merit roll students must receive all
A's, B's, and C's providing there is ·
one A for every C to balance it out
to a B average.

·' Journalist'

Governor page editor . Karen 
Powell. has been named Journalist 
of the Month for November by ad
viser Susan Laitala. 

A Governor staff member for the 
past two years, Powell is being 
cited for · her work as an in
vestigative reporter and page 
editor. "Karen's indepth coverage 
of various issues and her writing 
skills have been invaluable to the 
paper this fall," Mrs. Laitala said. 

Powell teams with Thea Miller to 
edit page 3 news. She does addi
tional feature and news coverage 
for all sections of the Governor. 

A senior, Powell is also a 
member of Rifle Corps, drill team, 
National Honor Society, and the 
"A" Honor Roll. She works at Rawl
ings Public Library and is a 
member· of the Catholic Youth 
Group. 

Karen's future plans include 
nursing or premed study. 

THAT'S NOT EGGNOG ... Junlors Robert Wllllams, Jason Kaul, and Brett Stewart try to blow 
up the science wing In 4th period chemistry. (Photo by Sarah Adam) 




